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 2007 Pioneer District Chorus Champions

Thoughts Towards Building an A-level Chorus
Part 2

Moving towards a mid-70 score requires:
 (1) singing 100% of the right words and notes at the right time.
 (2) singing the dynamic plan of the song
 (3) performing the choreography of the song
 (4) finishing phrases
 (5) forming good vowels, turning diphthongs
 (6) producing a resonant, relaxed sound.
     (key words: air, space, presence, relaxed tongue, spin)

Moving towards an A-level chorus requires: Everything listed above, plus
 (1) singing 100% of the right words and notes in relation to other parts.
 (2) knowing and performing the emotional plan of the song
 (3) being the characters and exacting their behaviors in the song
 (4) finishing phrases with intent (e.g., a lift,  w/ energy, w/ passion)
 (5) naturally turning diphthongs and using the correct vowel placement.
 (6) producing a resonant, relaxed sound.  Ability to add color

In Harmony,

Ben Ong

This week in History

April 4, 1986 World oil prices dip below $10 a barrel

April 4, 1938 Larry Parker born

April 4, 1968 Martin Luther King Jr. Assassinated in MEMPHIS

April 5, 2008 “Moses” - er - Ben Hur - er - Charelton Heston dies

April 8, 1933 First beer shipment after 14+ years of Prohibition

April 11, 1939 S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A founded
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April 8  Larry Parker
April 15  Bob Vondale
April 22  Bruce Hunting
April 29  Mike Craig

Upcoming Events - Mark your calendars
April 11  Barbershop Harmony Society founded 1938
April 25-27   District Convention - Battle Creek
May 3    Wayne Chapter Show 
May 3, Sa,   52nd Annual Woodshed Contest, Pontiac
   Country Club, 4335 Elizabeth Lake Rd; 7:30pm
May 23  Lugnuts National Anthem
June   Chapter Picnic
June 29 - July 6  International Convention
July 11   Friday - Lake Lansing Band Shell
July 29 - Aug 5  Harmony University, St. Joseph MO
Aug 10, Su,   Detroit Princess Cruise, detroitprincess.com; 4pm
Aug 22, 23  Bush League, Gaylord 
September 13   Kalamazoo Chapter Show 
October 17-19   District Convention - Battle Creek 
October 25   Rochester Chapter Show 
November 1   Pontiac-Waterford Chapter Show 

Counting this Tuesday, there are THREE chapter meetings prior to Spring Convention. While we are ineligi-
ble to compete for District champion, we ARE COMPETING for scores and evaluation, and then Saturday eve-
ning, “singing away” the trophy. 

We need all of you here!
       (each week for practice)

1) The entry deadline for College quartets has passed. We have one entry - Harmony 101 from CMU and 
 Saginaw Valley.
2) Joe Liles is excited about coming to Pioneer. Don't miss his "Tune It Or Die Class"  at 4:00 Friday of 
 convention. He's also doing our Joe Barbershop Chorus - Nellie, Heart. We are certainly blessed to have 
 this Society legend coming to town! (Former Society staff, judge, coach, director, educator who is 
 extremely gracious, funny, and all-around great guy!)
3) Contest entry deadline is next midnight, Thursday 10 April 2008. If you're not listed, you're not entered. 
 Here's the list of entrants, as of Friday 4 April 2008:
Chorus:

Detroit-Oakland
Flint
Grand Rapids
Grosse Pointe
Lansing - unpublished scores/eval only
Macomb County
Mt. Pleasant - unpublished scores/eval only
Pontiac-Waterford
Traverse City
Windsor

Quartet:

Barbershop Style
Chordiology
Four Man Fishin' Tackle Choir
Harmony Transfer
Interstate Chord Company
Metropolis - out of district
Moxxy
Resisting-A-Rest - senior only
SEP - out of district
Something Big!!
Wildcard

Information courtesy of 
Al Fisk on Pionet

Lansing Member and current Battle Creek Director Rob Halsey is looking for someone to car pool with him 
to Harmony University in July/August. If interested, contact Rob directly at rnhalsey@sbcglobal.net, or see the 
chapter roster for his home phone number.

Convention Update


