
1

Official Publication of the Lansing Michigan Chapte r of the Barbershop Harmony Society

Celebrating over 67 years of barbershop harmony in Lansing

22 April 2008 Paul Howe, Editor:              pshowe3@comcast.net

www.capitolcitychordsmen.org

� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	



 2007 Pioneer District Chorus Champions

McCamly Plaza Hotel
50 Capitol Ave S.W.

Kellogg Auditorium
50 W. Van Buren

Parking in back of 
Auditorium and on 
Street in Front

Weather and 
health permitting, 
if you’re staying 
in the McCamly, 
please walk to the 
Auditorium.

From Lansing: I - 69 south to I - 94 
west, to I - 194 into Battle Creek. 
Turn left on Jackson St. Or Michi-
gan Ave. for about 2 blocks to the 
hotel. The total trip is about 55 
miles / 60 minutes from the center 
of Lansing. As this is written, there 
should be no “significant”  road 
construction between Lansing and 
Battle Creek. There is expected to 
be lane shifts and construction, 
with possible lane closures on I - 
94 near Dearing Rd in the Jackson 
area. Drive Safely!
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April 22  Bruce Hunting
April 29  Mike Craig
May 6  Mike Hansen
May 13  Bill Mason

Upcoming Events - Mark your calendars

April 25-27   District Convention - Battle Creek
May 3    Wayne Chapter Show 
May 3, Sa,   52nd Annual Woodshed Contest, Pontiac
   Country Club, 4335 Elizabeth Lake Rd; 7:30pm

May 10  0815-1415 Blood Drive (NEW)
May 23  Lugnuts National Anthem
June 8   Curwood Festival, Owosso 1:00 (NEW)
June 29 - July 6  International Convention
July 11   Friday - Lake Lansing Band Shell
July 20   Chapter Picnic
July 29 - Aug 5  Harmony University, St. Joseph MO
August 3  Vermontville Car Show?? (NEW)
Aug 10, Su,   Detroit Princess Cruise, detroitprincess.com; 4pm
Aug 13   National Anthem at Grand Rapids
Aug 22, 23  Bush League, Gaylord 
September 13   Kalamazoo Chapter Show 
October 17-19   District Convention - Battle Creek 
October 25   Rochester Chapter Show 
November 1   Pontiac-Waterford Chapter Show 

Last rehearsal before convention. If you are planning on singing in Battle Creek, you really 
owe it to yourself and your riser mates to BE HERE! 

Remember, we’ll be performing a total of four different songs. Two for evaluation and two when we “sing 
away” the District Champion Trophy. (Tuxes with red for both performances)

Lansing Barbershopper of the Week
April 8 - 15, 2008

Ben Ong

Lansing Barbershopper of the Week
April 15- 22, 2008

John Wilcox

Barbershopper of the  week: Since I forgot to include last Ben’s name last week, (DUH!) I’m publishing it 
again, along with this week’s recipient, John Wilcox.

Late Quartet Contest Entry:

A late quartet entry has been approved by all necessary parties. It’s yet another reason why this convention 
should be totally awesome. 

Added Quartet:
 Crossroads; (Mike Slamka, Jim Henry, Fred Farrell, and Brandon Guyton) will be placed last in the 
draw since the flow charts are already out. They are registered in the CSD and will not be competing directly 
against Pioneer Quartets.

CONVENTION REMINDERS:
 Tux with red accessories
 Shiny black shoes and socks
 White “crew neck” T-shirt
 Your munchies for Hospitality Suite
 WATER!!
 Perhaps a light snack, since we’ll be
      in warm-up over lunch time.
 A great stage face!
 An “ATTITUDE ” (This is MY  space.).
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Friday:

11:00 - 5:45 Registration

12:00 - on Barbershopper Shop

1:30 - end House of Delegates

2:00 - 5:00 District Hospitality 
  room open
4:00 - 5:00 “Tune it or Die”
  Joe Liles
6:00  Registration at 
  Kellogg Auditorium
7:00  Quartet Preliminary
  Kellogg Auditorium
10:00 (prox) Quartet Evals./  
 coaching
10:30 (prox.) QCA show

10:30 (prox.) Mountaintown 
  Singers benefit  
 show
10:30 (prox)  AHSOW 
  Woodshedding

Saturday:

8:00 - 9:00 MASTERS CLASS
  By Chordiology on
  Using Audacity - 
  Custer Room

9:00  - 10:45 Registration open

9:00 - on Barbershopper Shop

10:30 - 3:00 Registration at
  Kellogg Auditorium
10:15  Joe Barbershop 
  Rehearsal
11:00  Chorus Competition

2:30 (prox) Chorus Evaluation/
  Coaching
3:00 - 4:30 District Hospitality 
  Room
6:45 - ? Lansing Swan Song
  Quartet Finals
10:30 (prox) Quartet Evals
  Hospitality Suites

Sunday:

9:00 - 9:45 Worship Service

10:00 - 11:30 Convention Recap
  Meeting

NOTE:  The above information is 
current as of 7 April 2008 and is 
subject to (and likely will) change.

Convention Events Schedule

Antiques Road Show Retires: After appearing in six District Contests and six International Senior Quartet Contests, 
winning the Senior Quartet District Championship and two International third place medals, Antiques Roadshow is canceling its 
record run. Bass Lee Hanson and tenor Raleigh Bloch have decided to leave the show, and since the quartet has medaled, the 
name must also be changed. Doug Lynn and Roger Lewis will keep singing and begin looking for a new bass and tenor (must 
be at least 55 years young to maintain senior status). We’d like to compete again in the fall season and hope to qualify for the 
midwinter convention and contest in Pasadena in January.
Since that weekend at Sage Lake Roundup in 2002, it’s been great fun for the ten of us – Raleigh and Jean Bloch, Denny and 
Jan Gore, Doug and Laura Lynn, Roger and Sue Lewis and Lee and Jan Hanson. We’ve built lasting friendships with each oth-
er, and hopefully, with many audiences in the Pioneer District and the Society. That’s what quarteting is all about… Thanks for 
the great support of the Pioneer District and its chapters. 
ANTIQUES ROADSHOW QUARTET
Raleigh, Doug, Roger, Lee

Quartet Retires

If you haven’t signed up for refreshments /snacks for the
Lansing Chapter Hospitality Suite at convention, please see 
Dave Fitzpatrick or Kevin Lenneman this Tuesday evening.

Convention Name Badges:
There’s been much noise and posturing on PIONET recently about picking up Name badges for the convention, 
with one chapter wanting to pick up badges for everyone in their chapter, etc. The total logistical mess and con-
fusion this would cause is unbelievable, so the short answer is, pick up your own badge(s). 

Lansing Performance Schedule
Saturday Morning:
    10:00 In Warm-up room, 
 dressed and ready to sing
       11:30 Leave Warm-up room 
 for pictures, final prep.

Saturday Evening:
          6:00 Warm-up room
          6:45  ON STAGE
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Singing in The 21st Century
Yes, the class is FREE!

And it would have been free anyway, but I just thought it was 
a nice eye catching opener. :) But it is one that has never been 
offered before.

Chordiology has had so many requests (including, BHS staff, 
coaches, directors, quartets, and mem-
bers at large) to give a training session 
on the software that we utilize to 
record/rehearse that we have been asked 
to give a class at the convention hotel in 
the Custer room starting at 8:00 a.m Sat-
urday morning at this Spring's conven-
tion. If you are not familiar with the 
Audacity software here is a rundown of 
what the software is, how much it costs 
(by the way Chordiology will be picking 
up the cost of this software for ANY-
ONE that would like a legal copy), and 
how it can be most effectively utilized 
by anyone regardless of their technical 
abilities.

The class is being called "Singing in the 21st Century", be-
cause with this software you will never miss another rehearsal! 
Imagine that! A larger screen will be set up and a sound sys-
tem so all can see and hear what is happening.

Here is a synopsis/syllabus of what we will be covering and a 
brief description of what the software allows you to do:

Audacity is a recording software that 
is very powerful and available for both 
PC,  Mac's, and Linux - and best of all 
its FREE TO EVERYONE!!! ---- And 
given that it is free, C4 is again more 
than happy to pick up all of the costs 
for purchasing this free software. :)
This software allows you to pull in 
LEGAL learning tracks and then do all 
of the things that you would normally 
like to do like such as listening to your 
part solo'd, part predominant or miss-
ing from the mix altogether allowing 
you to sing an a "quartet" environ-
ment. However, with Audacity, you 
can now take your rehearsing several steps further. With any 
kind of microphone plugged into your computer, you can now 
record yourself singing along with those tracks. You then can 
replay your "performance" and determine what area(s) you'd 
like to work on in your next "performance". You can rehearse 
in either a "quartet" or in a "sectional" mode for hours on end 
with no scheduling conflicts! 

And yet there is more. Now when you are done, you can then 
email it out to others to either listen to or allow them to record 
their part along with yours.
Here's what we will be showing:
the importing of vocal tracks
the splitting of tracks so you can either sing along with just 
your part (a sectional) or with the three parts (quartetting)
the recording of tracks
the saving of tracks (you may want to save even poor 
"performances" for comparison with future performances to 

document your progress)
how to record more than one track. 
This allows you to:
if you're a lead (and even if you're 
not) to sing along with a previous-
ly "finalized" performance to as-
sure that you are "performing" 
your interp. Consistently duet with 
yourself singing a different part
or even record multiple parts creat-
ing your own virtual "quartet" or 
learning tracks of your own
these learning tracks can range 
from a single phrase for changes 
that you or your group have decid-
ed on and you just want to solidify, 
all the way up to entire songs

how to have your lead, lead section leader, director, coach or 
other vocal leader record the interpretation of a song and then 
how to email it out to others for the purpose of either singing 
along with that performance in the car (or anywhere else for 
that matter) to improve unit sound or allowing others to record 
their rehearsals singing along with that track to critique and 
improve their own vocal performance(s).

A "lead performance" from your 
quartet or chorus could then be 
emailed out for others to either 
practice with or allow them to 
record their part. Of course at the 
end you could have all 4 mem-
bers having recorded their parts, 
then re-mix them into a virtual 
quartet. If you do this, congratu-
lations! You may have just had 
your first "virtual rehearsal".
for practice sessions we will 
show you how you can:
how you can slow a 
performance/song down without 

changing pitch for "block and tackle" learning
how you can repeat tougher sections for more intense block 
and tackle learning sessions
how you can change the pitch of a performance without chang-
ing tempo
how you can even add effects to make things sound 
"nicer"/"fuller"
and much more depending on the questions and pace of the 
class
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Don't be worried. Feel free to come to class knowing absolute-
ly nothing about recording or anything technical. We will start 
at the very beginning. We will only cover as much ground as 
we have time/interest for, but we are also prepared to cover as 
much ground as people are ready to take on so be ready to 
work.

If you'd like to get a jump on the class, feel free to download 
Audacity and just look around before hand. It's fairly intuitive 
and among the most downloaded software in the country! The 
links for downloading Audacity and links to online Audacity 
tutorials along with further explanations of the Audacity soft-
ware are all provided on our website. Here is the link:

http://www.chordiology.com/C4_Master_Class.html
There are screen shots of the software and additionally there is 
an additional link on the right side of the page to a very helpful 
blog entry where we talk about how the software can be used.

Again, Audacity is a very powerful, very useful and very 
FREE tool! So, make sure to attend 8:00 Saturday morning 
and take your rehearsal time and singing to the next level!

As always, "Let us know how we can help". If you have ques-
tions, you may email any one of us at the following email ad-
dresses.
Paul@Chordiology.com
Rob@Chordiology.com
Dave@Chordiology.com
Cliff@Chordiology.com

We look forward to seeing you SATURDAY MORNING at 
8:00 a.m. in the Custer room at the hotel.

EDITORS NOTE:
There are several other sound editors out there - Sony Screen Blast “Sound Forge” and Wave Pad come quickly 
to mind. I’ve used Sound Forge for many years. However, Audacity is the only program that I know of that is 
totally cross platform - with versions running on most variations of Windows, Mac OsX, and most all the vari-
ous flavors of Linux. Best of all, it’s FREE!!!

Download your copy at: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/  
 Note that Windows 95 and NT versions are NOT supported. There is also a legacy Mac version for Os9 
available.

Make Plans to Attend!!!   Paul

Thoughts on Riser Etiquette:
Just a reminder - if you arrive late, or had to step out a minute - Wait until we’re finished with a the song we’re 
singing before taking your place on the risers. Jumping in, in the middle of a song can be very distracting and 
disruptive.

Masters Class, continued from pg 4

Chorus Photos
The competition Chorus photo will be taken as usual this convention. If we get ELEVEN or more people to or-
der pictures, the cost will be only$11.00 each.  BRING YOUR MONEY THIS TUESDAY, PLEASE 
(Preferably EXACT CHANGE). This will make the bookkeeping easier and much less stressful than trying to 
collect on Saturday.

Harmony Foundation Raffle
Ticket Prices: $1.00 each or six for $5.00

FIRST PRIZE
An HP A626 Photosmart Compact Photo Printer

PLUS
A Kodak M753 Zoom Digital Camera
PLUS
Batteries and a 1GB Memory Card

That’s about a $300.00 retail value!
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 American Cancer Society
Relay for Life

There are several “relay for Life” events held in the central Michigan area, Lansing, Holt, Charlotte, and St. 
Johns all hold their own events throughout the year.

The thirteenth annual St. Johns (Clinton County) relay will be held May 16 and 17, 2008 at the St. Johns foot-
ball field. Participating again this year - as they have for the past ten years will be a team captained by Bruce 
and Norma Fitzpatrick, aided by Dave and Sally Fitzpatrick, Roger and Rosemary Cahaney and a host of 
friends and relatives.

In their first year, 1998, they had a goal to raise $5000. Thanks to everyone’s support, they were able to exceed 
that, raising $8,442. In 2007, their team (alone) raised $38,787, with a grand total for the ten years of $297,107. 

Cancer has touched the lives of many of us in (or associated with) the Lansing Chapter: 
 Roger Cahaney, Helen Fitzpatrick, Bruce Fitzpatrick, Mike Hansen, Cheryl Williams, Doug Brook, Paul 
Howe, Reese Olger, Doug Pearson, and Dave Toman. 

Also to be remembered are those who lost their battle with cancer: 
 Larry Best, Martha Funk, and Helen Rood.

Please seek Bruce out during the next few weeks and offer a donation towards this VERY worthwhile cause.

Program VP report  
This Tues. we’ll have the pleasure of having Something Big!! sing us their contest sets.
Mark your calendars for May 27th.  2008.  We will be performing at Courts of Holt Nursing Home on Willough-
by Rd.  We will meet at 6:30 sharp (10 minutes to warm-up) perform at 6:45 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. and then adjourn 
to our regular rehearsal hall.  
Please wear black pants & shoes with our Cranberry Chorus Champion Shirts.  Let’s look like the Champions 
we are.

I would like to thank Mike Cirritto for contacting the Nursing Home and setting up this performance.  Lets all 
be there and GIVE to the community and Brighten Up some senior citizens.  

I need to know if any chapter quartets can be there on the 27th and sing 1 or 2 songs depending on how many 
are available.  E-mail me at melodies1@charter.net or call me on my cell 517-202-1225.  

Thanks to Ben Ong for teaching a tag last week.  Hope you all enjoyed.  

Don Horton  
Program. V.P. 


