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 2007 Pioneer District Chorus Champions

Spring 2008 Convention

And the Winners are...
Quartet:
1 Wildcard   72.3
2 Four Man FTC 72.0
3 Moxxy   66.8
4 Something Big!! 65.9
5 Chordiology  65.1
Seniors Quartet:
 Resisting-A-Rest 71.8
College Quartet:
 Harmony 101  60.1

Chorus:
1 Macomb  73.9
2 Grand Rapids  66.3
3 Hillsdale  65.8

Out of District Quartets
 Metropolis  85.5
 Crossroads  85.2
 SEP   81.3

“Tune it or Die” with Joe Liles.
 This was a 60 minute version of a 6 hour Harmony 
University Course, If you’ve attended the  full version, 
Lucky You! For the rest of us, this abbreviated version 
will have to suffice. Joe explained about chords, and how a 
vocal chord should sound different from the same chord 
played on a piano or organ, and why. He then demonstrat-
ed exercises to help singers train their ears on what to lis-
ten for to make that chord really “ring.”

“Singing in the 21st Century” with Chordiology
 Chordiolology presented a demonstration on the 
use of the computer program “Audacity,” and how they’ve 
used it to improve their performance level, evaluate their 
own singing, and even hold “virtual” rehearsals. Maybe not 
a class for everyone, but the techncally inclined among us 
enjoyed the class.  Chordiology even learned a thing or two 
about the program that they didn’t know. 
 They also discussed the importance of recording 
performances and rehearsals and using the recordings as a 
“self help” mini coaching session. (The Tyranny of the 
Truth Machine)
Quartet and Chorus Competitions:
 If you missed it, you really missed a TREAT!
Try to remember the last time three International “top five 
“ quartets appeared on a Pioneer contest stage.

 Crossroads, With Mike Slamka, Dr. Jim Henry, 
Fred Farrell, and Brandon Guyton filled the auditorium 
with a lush, full sound that clearly demonstrated why they 
belong on the international stage. 
 How do you upstage a class act like that? Simple! 
Have Metropolis sing on the same stage. Words fail me in 
describing their performances. Jim Sabina, Kelly Shepard, 
Brian Philbin, and a “Nut Case” named Bob Hartley TO-
TALLY ENTERTAINED the audience and judges with 
great singing, a really funny comedy shtick, and impecca-
ble timing. All clearly demonstrating Bob Hartley’s “Over 
the Top” philosophy.
 SEP and Pioneer District quartets: Maybe it’s 
personal prejudice or just my bad ears, but I honestly liked 
the performances of the top five Pioneer contenders as 
much or more than SEP. In my feeble attempts at
Scoring, I had SEP, Wildcard, Four Man FTC, Moxxy, 
Somthing Big!! And Chordiology all pretty much in a scor-
ing tie.  It must have been the way the sound blended as it 
came to my seat in the balcony, as opposed to where the 
judges sat.

(Aside: I new I wasn’t feeling well Saturday evening, but 
when you’re sitting there falling asleep while the likes of 
Crossroads and Metropolis are singing... Man, you’re ill!)  
       Paul 
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April 29  Mike Craig
May 6  Mike Hansen
May 13  Bill Mason
May 20  Steve Whittaker

Upcoming Events - Mark your calendars
May 3    Wayne Chapter Show 
May 10   0815-1415 Blood Drive (NEW)
May 23  Lugnuts National Anthem
June 8   Curwood Festival, Owosso 1:00 (NEW)
June 29 - July 6  International Convention
July 11   Friday - Lake Lansing Band Shell
July 20   Chapter Picnic
July 29 - Aug 5  Harmony University, St. Joseph MO
August 3  Vermontville Car Show?? (NEW)
Aug 10, Su,   Detroit Princess Cruise, detroitprincess.com; 4pm
Aug 13   National Anthem at Grand Rapids
Aug 22, 23  Bush League, Gaylord 
September 13   Kalamazoo Chapter Show 
October 17-19   District Convention - Battle Creek 
October 25   Rochester Chapter Show 
November 1   Pontiac-Waterford Chapter Show 

Thoughts on Riser Etiquette:
Just a reminder - if you arrive late, or had to step out a 
minute - Wait until we’re finished with a the song 
we’re singing before taking your place on the risers. 
Jumping in, in the middle of a song can be very dis-
tracting and disruptive, so, PLEASE WAIT!

 American Cancer Society
Relay for Life

There are several “relay for Life” events held in the 
central Michigan area, Lansing, Holt, Charlotte, and 
St. Johns all hold their own events throughout the year.

The thirteenth annual St. Johns (Clinton County) relay 
will be held May 16 and 17, 2008 at the St. Johns foot-
ball field. Participating again this year - as they have 
for the past ten years will be a team captained by 
Bruce and Norma Fitzpatrick, aided by Dave and Sally 
Fitzpatrick, Roger and Rosemary Cahaney and a host 
of friends and relatives.

In their first year, 1998, they had a goal to raise $5000. 
Thanks to everyone’s support, they were able to ex-
ceed that, raising $8,442. In 2007, their team (alone) 
raised $38,787, with a grand total for the ten years of 
$297,107. 

Cancer has touched the lives of many of us in (or asso-
ciated with) the Lansing Chapter: 
 Roger Cahaney, Helen Fitzpatrick, Bruce Fitz-
patrick, Mike Hansen, Cheryl Williams, Doug Brook, 
Paul Howe, Reese Olger, Doug Pearson, and Dave To-
man. 

Also to be remembered are those who lost their battle 
with cancer: 
 Larry Best, Martha Funk, and Helen Rood.

Please seek Bruce out during the next few weeks and 
offer a donation towards this VERY worthwhile cause.

2007 Senior Quarter Champions
Weekend Agenda

Friday Night Mike Testers

Quartet Preliminary Competition Pictures:

Beginning with Lansing’s own 2007 Senior Quartet Champi-
ons as mike testers, pictured below, Pioneer was treated to a 
parade of quartets on Friday evening.

Pictures of the competing quartets are on page three of the 
printed version. Page three is NOT included on the web ver-
sion due to the extremely large file size (over 20mb.) 


