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 2007 Pioneer District Chorus Champions

2008 Show Songs
1st Half :
 Quartets: Weekend Agenda
     Treble Makers (?)
      Singular

It's a Brand New Day  F

 Quartet: Sufficient Grounds

I'll Fly Away   G#
I Believe   Eb

 Quartet: Parts Unlimited

I Didn't Want to Fall  F
 (narrator)
It Had To Be You  G#
 (Narrator)
I Never Meant To Fall  Bb

 Quartet: Weekend Agenda
   (Reprise)

2nd Half -  Sidekicks
  Patch Chords
  Something Big!!
  Nightwatch
 (Narrator)
My Foolish Heart   Bb
Make 'Em Laugh  D
 (Narrator - To all our...)
You Raise Me Up   Db
 (Narrator - )
Keep the Whole World Singing

We have rethought the layout, and feel that ALL vests and White shirts would be more uniform, and less hassle 
to coordinate.
 
We will need Chorus Members to bring their Red/Gold reversible vest, along with Gold Tie and a black tie.
 
Any Quartet that has a unique set of vests that could be used please bring all four of those as well.
 
UNIFORM OF THE DAY :
Black Tuxedo Pants
Black Shoes and Socks
White Tux Shirt (white crew neck tee shirt under)
Vest, to be assigned / determined by place on the risers
 
Please have your vest marked with masking tape or otherwise ID'd so you'll get yours back.
I'll bring tape on Tuesday to assure that all are ID'd.
 
You'll be assigned your vest on Tuesday night and will be responsible for it thru the performance on Saturday. 
 
Please remember that we will also be wearing our full Tuxedos for the second half of the show with Red Cum-
merbund and Ties.
 
Thanks,
Stan

Show Costume Information
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March 8  Wharton Show
April 5    Sault Ste Marie Chapter Annual Show
April 11  Barbershop Harmony Society founded 1938
April 25-27   District Convention - Battle Creek
May 3    Wayne Chapter Show 
May 23   Lugnuts National Anthem
June   Chapter Picnic
June 29 - July 6  International Convention
July 11   Friday - Lake Lansing Band Shell
September 13   Kalamazoo Chapter Show 
October 17-19   District Convention - Battle Creek 
October 25   Rochester Chapter Show 
November 1   Pontiac-Waterford Chapter Show 

Upcoming Events - Mark your calendars

Mar 04  Mike Cirrito
Mar 11  Gordon Lind
Mar 18  James Hall
Mar 25  Larry Ball

LAST REHEARSAL
 before the Wharton Show. BE HERE!  
Choreography practice starts at 6:30, 
warm-up  at 7:00 and chorus rehearsal at 
7:30!!!

Every year produces some very emotional experiences for any quartet that performs singing valentines.  This 
one is from Sufficient Grounds, and courtesy of Don Horton.

“Sufficient Grounds has another banner year Singing Valentines all over Shiawassee and Saginaw Co.  This year the quartet did 
23 gigs which included 3 freebies.  Many times the spontaneous freebies are some of the best.  I received a call from Mrs Bob 
Demoss telling me that her husband loved Barbershop Music. She told me he was at home with HOSPICE coming in and that 
he would not be too responsive because he is paralyzed from he neck down. She said he can only show his emotions through his 
eyes and facial expressions.  I told her we would try to work him in if I could.  It worked out so that we could make the trip to 
Durand MI. and sing to Bob Demoss.  Following is the letter I received from his wife Doris DeMoss a few days later.  NOTE:  
This couple is on a fixed income and he has not  long to live.  There was NO CHARGE for our performance.

 “Hi Don & ALL the Sufficient Grounds quartet:
 Yes! you sure did make Bob Happy & I can't Thank You enough. When I saw his eyes filling up with tears---I knew he 
 was enjoying it.  He always has enjoyed Barbershop music.  When I mention it to him now--he SMILES.  You guys are 
 good--both with your music and in hour hearts. Thanks again, I wanted to get out & get a Thank You card --but thought 
 this note would be just as good.  Doris & Bob DeMoss.’

Gigs, like this one are PRICELESS!!!  Sufficent Grounds turned in a check to the chapter last week for $450.00 for our efforts 
on February 14, 2008.  Don Terpe, Doc Oliver, Don Horton & T.R. Gerard. “

A Singing Valentines Story

Dear Lansing Chapter,
 
“We, the four dashing lads from Nightwatch, are very much looking forward to returning to your fair neck of 
the woods in mere days.  We'd like to thank you ahead of time for inviting us back to the area, and we're look-
ing forward to seeing some old friends from our last trip and making a bunch of new ones.  We'd also like to 
thank your local District Attorney's office for lifting the restraining order and allowing us back into the city lim-
its.  We promise, it'll never happen again...
 
Anyway, we predict a great time to be had by all on March 8th!  See you soon!”
 
With much love and respect,
 
Nightwatch

A Note from NIGHTWATCH
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Parking: Park in the Wharton ramp and walk down and out onto Wilson Blvd and turn right and go into Whar-
ton backstage parking area. Enter Wharton through the double silver colored doors. Take you show clothes up-
stairs to and put them in a dressing marked for the chorus. NEVER LEAVE VALUABLES IN THE 
DRESSING ROOMS. (See map, below, left)

2:00 be on stage ready to warm-up. It's permissible to have water in bottles on the stage for rehearsal only. No 
other drinks and not food, NO EXCEPTIONS. IF you are going to be late please let us know ahead of time so 
we don't waste  time wondering where you are.

2:00 - 4:00: run show and work out lighting, curtain, and timing for quartets in first half.

4:00: Quartets stage time.

5:00 Leave for dinner at Owen hall. Owen Hall is across the street from the North side of Wharton. It is a cafe-
teria with main courses, grilled and cold sandwiches, salad bar, desert bar and drinks. Meals are moderately
priced.  Each individual is responsible for own their meal costs.

6:00 Begin Make up and dress for first half. That means tux pants, black sox, black shoes, and quartet outfits.

6:45 - 7:15 quartets sing in lobby as desired.

7:15 Quartets from lobby and all others backstage ready to take risers.

7:30 Show starts ON Time.

End of First Half: 

During intermission go to dressing rooms and put on remainder of Tux outfit (tux shirt, red tie, red cummer-
bund, and tux jacket) and return to stage area to watch our quartets and Nightwatch via the backstage TV. 
Chairs will be set up behind the shell. Please DO NOT go into the auditorium.

After the show we can meet families and friends in the lobby area outside the Great Hall. Do not arrange meet-
ings in the corridor leading to the parking ramp, as that only causes congestion and inconveniences our audi-
ence members.

Celebrate at the Afterglow ant Holiday Inn West Conference center. Park at East Side of conference center and 
enter conference center double doors. (See map, below, right)

Schedule and Information for Show Day
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Hey guys. “Just a quick request I wanted to put out to the group. Does anyone have Lansing Chorus contest pho-
to of the group from Spring 1999 and also Spring 1973, our other two chorus championships? If you do, and would let 
me borrow the photos, I would like to make color copies. Why? The Holland chapter has a great "Harmony Hall" meet-
ing place where their entire room is filled with photographs, including a whole wall filled with Pioneer District Chorus 
and Quartet champions.  Because of water damage a few years ago, some of their photos were lost, and they want to fill 
in the gaps. (Our 2007 champ photo looks great there!)  If anyone can help me with this project, please let me know.   
And if you ever have a chance to visit the Holland chapter for one of their shows, getting to see this hall at the afterglow 
is a special treat. Check it out!”  

James Hall

“I was backstage in Chicago doing sound for the then reining Chicago Harmony Sweepstakes champs, elmoTHUMM, 
with Choriology's Paul Ellinger singing baritone, when Nightwatch won.  You are in for a fantastic show!!!  ...  Wish all 
my best!  I'll see you next time in Battle Creek.”

Jason Fox

New Director for Macomb County Chapter

“It is with great pride and joy that the Macomb County Chapter Board of Directors announces the appointment of Mr. 
Glen Hipple as the Director of the Guardians of Harmony. Glen has been our Interim Director for only a few weeks, but 
in that short period of time, seeing him in action caused us to realize what a true gem we had. We decided that we would 
like to make this association a little more permanent.
Mr. Hipple is 30 years old and is a music teacher in the Grosse Pointe school system. He holds a bachelors degree in 
music education and recently completed a masters degree in educational leadership. Glen was also recently accepted as 
a candidate judge in the Singing Category of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
Glen has great hands that tell you what he wants, good ears to hear what is produced, and the musical knowledge to fix 
what needs fixing. Stop by any Thursday Night and see him in action. The Guardians look forward to seeing you all in 
Battle Creek and are looking forward to a good chorus competition.”

Your Friend in Harmony,
Dave A., President, Macomb County Chapter

Spring Convention Update: “Joe Liles, who is doing our JBC (Nellie/Heart of My Heart - 10:15 Sat. a.m.), 
is also doing an hour long class (4:00 Friday, right after the HOD meeting, at the same location???). Don't miss his infa-
mous "Tune It Or Die" presentation. I haven't seen it, but others, who have seen it at Harmony University, say it's top 
notch!!!

The college deadline is three weeks prior to convention, unlike our two week out deadline (April 10th). Remember, col-
lege entries go through Kenosha...err...Nashville.

So far, we have Something Big!!, Four Man Fishin' Tackle Choir, Barbershop Style, Metropolis (yep, them guys from 
California!!!), SEP (yep, them guys who like the New Orleans sets!!!), Pontiac/Waterford, and Lansing (unpublished 
scores/evals only since they are ineligible to compete as they were last year's district champs). Make sure I confirm your 
quartet/chorus entry. Make sure you see me list your group in my periodic updates. If these two things don't happen, I 
never got your entry. Contact me!!! (Someday soon, HQ will have the online entry system running smoooooooooth as 
silk...)

Please mail your $35 check for your performance DVD (made out to Pioneer) to Robb Smith at:

Pioneer District,  46210 Copper Lock Ln.   Macomb MI 48044

Pick up your DVDs from Allan in his van 15 minutes after each session. No money will be exchanged. If you prepaid, 
you're all set. If you did not prepay, Robb will bill you.”

Al Fisk
Music Judge/BOR, Director C & J Pioneer


