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Huron Valley Director Dead From Heart Attack
The members of the Huron Valley Chapter are deeply saddened to announce the sudden passing of our 
director, Paul Hanson, Saturday morning, May 17.  Paul was in Cleveland with his daughter, Chelsea, to 
watch her and the County Connection Chorus compete in the Sweet Adelines convention.  Chelsea woke 
up twice to hear the shower running, not thinking much about but that Paul would wake her up for the 
chapter breakfast.  When she woke up a third time and heard the shower running, she got no response af-
ter shouting through the door.  Hotel security and emergency personnel found Paul collapsed on the floor.  
He had been gone about two hours when he was found.
 
Paul was a long time member of the Huron Valley Chapter and the former bass of the quartet, Ivy 
League.  He was an assistant director several years before taking the directorship in September 2006.  He was a wonderful mu-
sician, singer, our leader, gentle giant, and our friend.  He loved barbershop harmony and he loved all his brethren.  His passing 
leaves a large void in our lives.
  
The members of the Huron Valley appreciate and thank from the bottom of our hearts our sisters of harmony, the Sweet Ade-
lines, in Cleveland for watching over Chelsea while awaiting family to arrive in Cleveland.  We especially thank our former di-
rector and current County Connection director, Lynne Pierce and Tom Pierce for being her guardians during the long wait. 
Lynne took the chorus to stage, Chelsea was in the audience cheering the loudest, and they definitely won the award for spirit.  
We couldn't ask for better people to be there at such a terrible time.
 
Paul and Chelsea, 16, were more than father and daughter, they were each other's best friend.  Paul raised her as a single dad 
and cherished her enormously.  Chelsea came to our emergency board meeting and said she can't ever remember a time when 
she was not with her dad at a barbershop convention, show, or singing with her dad.  At a visit to the County Connection Cho-
rus two weeks ago, they sang "In My Daughter's Eyes" and dedicated it to Paul.  Our gentle giant was in tears as was most ev-
eryone there. Before the next song, Chelsea stopped Lynne, ran from the risers clear across the room, and gave her dad a big 
hug.  She has her dad's talent and will try to direct us when we sing "You'll Never Walk Alone" for her dad. 
 
Please remember in your thoughts and prayers Chelsea, Paul's wife of three months, Alissa, his family and all the people he 
touched during this difficult time.   A visitation for Paul is scheduled for Wednesday, May 21 at the Stark Funeral Home, 101 S 
Washington St, Ypsilanti, from 2 to 4, and from 6 to 9.  The funeral is scheduled for Thursday at 11:00 am at the same location.   
In lieu of flowers, a trust fund is being set up for Chelsea with more details to come.  Cards and letters may be sent to:
 
Chelsea and Alissa Hanson
2644 EastLawn
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

For those interested in donating to the Chelsea Hanson Scholarship Trust, envelopes are available at the funeral 
home or donations may be mailed to- Merrill Lynch, Attn. Jonathon Duncan, 39577 Woodward Ave., Suite 
100, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

Chelsea has expressed the wish to have a celebration of Paul's life in the near future. Information will be posted 
when available.    (Remembering Paul See pg 4)

From Jason Fox, Huron Valley VP Chapter Development
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May 20  Steve Whittaker
May 27  Darrell Neves

Upcoming Events - Mark your calendars
May 23 Fri  Lugnuts National Anthem
May 27 Tu  Courts of Holt Home 6:30
June 5  Th  Work at Lugnuts Game
June 8  Su  Curwood Festival, Owosso 1:00 (NEW)
June 13 Fr  Don Funk’s 80th party 7:00- 10:00
June 13 Fr  Windsor Send Off $20.00US 7-  very late
June 14 Sa  Coaching W/Todd Wilson 0900 - 300
June 24 Tu  DEAD CREEK(Flint Chapter Visitation) 
June 29 - July 6 Su - Su  International Convention
July 11  Fri  Lake Lansing Band Shell
July 20  Su  Chapter Picnic
July 25  Fri  Work at Lugnuts Game
July 29 - Aug 5 Tu-Tu  Harmony University, St. Joseph MO
Aug 2  Sa  Vermontville Car Show?? (NEW)
Aug 6  We  St. Johns Band Shell Performance
Aug 10  Su  Detroit Princess Cruise, detroitprincess.com; 4pm
Aug 13  We  National Anthem at Grand Rapids
Aug 22, 23 Fr - Sa  Bush League, Gaylord 
Sept 13  Sa  Kalamazoo Chapter Show 
Oct 17-19  Fr - Su  District Convention - Battle Creek 
Oct 25  Sa  Rochester Chapter Show 
Nov 1  Sa  Pontiac-Waterford Chapter Show 

CHORUS SHIRTS
Anyone needing one of the new (Blue) Chorus Shirts, 
please come prepared to give size information to Bruce 
Smith this Tuesday night, as he will order blue chorus 
shirts soon. The price is $22.00 and he needs your 
neck size to order the shirt. Just like you were ordering 
a dress or tux shirt. They come is sizes like 14, 14 ½ , 
and etc. Even though we don’t button the collar the 
shirts get bigger in the body as the color size increases.

 Also, we need someone to take over shirt ordering. 
This is not a difficult task, as we have an account with 
Lands End Business Outfitters and they ship the shirts 
to the company that puts on the logo and they in turn 
ship them to use. So the person doing this job gathers 
the orders, calls Land End and places the order, calls 
the embroider to let them know that shirts from Lands 
End are being shipped to them for the Lansing Chapter 
logo and then when the chapter member gets the shirt 
delivery, distributes them and collects the fee. Again, 
see Bruce Smith. 

Don Funk’s 80th
Birthday:  

Come and help Don Celebrate his 
80th birthday, Friday June 13, at 
the North Side Grand River Eagles.
Please complete the sign up sheet if 
you plan to attend.

Snack Man
Needed.

Bruce Fitzpatrick - known by 
many as “Mr. Coffee” - is retiring 
from his job of managing the 
snacks and
coffee for the Chapter. Bruce has 
filled this important position for 
many years, but has decided he 
needs a rest. Please contact Bruce 
to volunteer.

Practice CD’s
The practice CD for one of our new 
songs will be available this week. 
The fee is $1.00 each to cover pro-
duction costs. See Paul Howe for 
your copy.

More New Opportunities on Calendar
Four more items were added to the calendar this week, with one or two 
more likely to be added before fall.

With this many items, it kind of makes you feel like the mosquito at the 
nudist camp... So many great opportunities, it had a nervous breakdown 
trying to decide where to begin.

So don’t get “All Shook Up,” try to attend them all! Obviously, the per-
formances are very important, but even more important are the coaching 
sessions - the first on June 14, with Todd Wilson. We’ll be working on 
our newest song, so everyone needs to concentrate hard and be OFF
PAPER by then. Get your music and learning CD this week.
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“Thank you for your cards, flowers and phone calls regarding 
Sandy's fall and recuperation period.  I am sorry to have 
missed the past 4 weeks but stay busy with ALL the womanly 
chores, care giving and keep on working etc.

I will be at the May 27th singout at Courts of Holt.  Just a re-
minder and trust we will have a GREAT turn out.  Wear you 
black pants and shoes, your Raspberry District Champion-
ship Shirts and be at Courts of Holt no later than 6:30 p.m.  
We plan to sing for about a half hour starting at 6:45 p.m. and 
then return to our meeting hall for regular rehearsal.

Also, reminding you of the June 24, Flint chapter's Visitation.  
This is their annual DEAD CREEK SALOON outing at Fran-

kenmuth.  Many chapters are represented and we'll have op-
portunity for the chorus and any quartets from our chapter to 
sing.  The dress for that outing will be Tan Pants, Light Blue 
Chapter Shirts.  We can make arrangements to car pool leaving 
Lansing about 6:15 p.m.  We'll plan to be at the park by 7:30 
p.m. and leave about 10:00 p.m.

More FUN things are coming your way throughout the sum-
mer months.”

Don Horton
Program VP

Sufficient Grounds Performs 
for Relay for Life
“On May 16th in St. Johns MI.  we had the pleasure of singing 
for about 150 or more cancer survivors including our chapter 
members Doug Brooks and Bruce Fitzpatrick.  As many of 
you know from past contributions, Bruce has a TEAM who 
raises BIG BUCKS for Cancer each year. 

When Bruce asked Sufficient Grounds if we could entertain 
survivors at a dinner in their name, we were more than happy 
to participate.  It was very heart warming to hear 4th grade stu-
dents recite their essay's on why they support Relay for Life.  
Our future is in good hands with these for thoughtful and car-
ing young boys and girls.  The weather held off and a GREAT 
TIME was had by many enthusiastic walkers, survivors, 
friends and family.  GREAT JOB BRUCE!!!”

Don Horton
Sufficient Grounds 

Program VP Notes

THANKS “HARMONY 
HOUNDS”

Due to a scheduling conflict Sufficient Grounds could 
not fulfill a contract date for Morrice High School 
Class Reunion.  After much concern on the part of 
contact Don Horton, a search began for a replacement 
quartet.  It was late notice but the Harmony Hounds 
graciously accept the opportunity to bail out Sufficient 
Grounds and keep good Public Relations for our Soci-
ety.  

The Harmony Hounds have been entertaining audienc-
es all over the world for the past 50 years.  There have 
been 13 men sing in this quartet from Battle Creek and 
a total of 11 different litter of the Hounds.  Current 
members are Roger Lewis , LEAD, Dick Smith, 
BASS, Dorn Burrell, BARI  and Dean Burrell, TEN-
OR.

They have good 
stichk comedy 
with their rendi-
tion of Wait Til 
the Sunshine Nel-
lie with the straw 
hat and cane rou-
tine.  Poor Dorn 
will never get it 
right.  When Dick Smith takes out his false on Poor 
Papa and The Streaker the audience cracks up with 
laughter.  I heard several in the audience say they 
haven’t laughed so much in years.  

Sufficient Grounds were a little insufficient on May 
10, 2008 but a GREAT BIG THANKS YOU to the 
“Harmony  Hounds” for helping us out of a jam. “ 

Submitted by 
Don Hortn 
Sufficient Grounds
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Memories of Paul Hanson
“Friends,

I was very saddened to hear this when Keith Opal thoughtfully E-mailed me to let me know the news before I saw it else-
where.

Paul and I had regularly corresponded via E-mail since the mid-90's after we both became cyber-capable and he always 
turned out whenever Metropolis was in the area. It was always great to see him and he always mustered the same youthful 
enthusiasm I recall from when we were in college. No one could ever hope for a better "booster".

He was a good man and freely expressed his love for those around him. I only met Alissa recently when we were all at the 
Pioneer Prelims three weeks ago but he seemed very happy. I also know that everyone who has known him over the past 
16 years has been aware of his great love for his daughter, Chelsea - she was always a constant source of hope to him dur-
ing his most difficult times and he never failed to mention how he adored her over the past years whenever we corre-
sponded. As a father to a teenager myself, I also know how very proud it made him that she was enjoying the gift of 
singing.

Paul had an immense gift to be able to forge and retain relationships and not only to affiliate himself, but also to create 
bonds between others. He was genuinely loyal and you could count on him to deliver on anything to which he agreed - 
when tickets needed to be sold, he made sure it happened. When a job wasn't being done that needed doing, he stepped in.

That's not to say that he didn't know how to have a good time, either - far from it. Paul was there when I turned 21 and 
although The Ivy League had a an Installation Dinner performance that night, he was insistent that I enjoy myself after-
ward in a fashion befitting the college experience. He was bartending at the time and his favorite drink was VO & water, 
but I was a lightweight and couldn't handle much more than a Sloe Gin Fizz or a Margarita (okay, full disclosure - that 
pretty much continues to be the case to this day...) but he never made fun of me, he just wanted to make sure I had a relax-
ing, enjoyable evening, which, of course, I did.

My heart goes out to Alissa and Chelsea. I'm sure that his love and his adoration were never lost on either of them and I 
hope that they will continue keep that knowledge as comfort during the coming weeks and months.

I will always have very fond memories of Paul, and I hope that others will share theirs here, as there will be many folks 
who will be unable to travel to attend the services and pay tribute to his life
in person. It would be nice to hear some of it here.”

Pax, harmonia,
Brian Philbin
Bass, Metropolis
Via Pionet

“I've known Paul Hanson for a few years. We sang together at Huron Valley when HV won the Pioneer District Chorus 
Championship on HV's 25th anniversary...

Paul and I sang together in a quartet a few years back called "No One's Perfekt" the other members were Clay Jones and 
Jack Frucci. We sang together for a couple of years and did some local performances. All in all we had a good time to-
gether.

Paul has always been a good friend to talk to about issues and he'll be greatly missed.”

Keith M. Opal
Via Pionet


